
Hi SPARK Participants! I’m Erin Poole, one of your SPARK Leaders. I am the Associate Director at the 
Centers for American Indian and Alaska Native Health (CAIANH) at the University of Colorado, Anschutz 
Medical Campus. I have been with CU for about 13 years and before that I attended CU for college.  

My main role at CAIANH is as a Research Scientist and I also help with some of the administrative 
responsibilities for the Center. Some of my areas of interest are suicide prevention, substance use disorder 
treatment, prevention, recovery, and data sovereignty.  

Being part of SPARK has been such a blessing in my life because I get to work with amazing colleagues 
and community partners, and I get to help plan and deliver a unique program that allows me to step out of 
my normal role as a researcher. And I get to interact with you and others like you from all over the country!  
I will mostly be behind the scenes during the SPARK sessions each week, but you can always connect with 
me by email- Erin.Poole@cuanschutz.edu. 

A fun fact about me is that I have a 130-pound dog named Roma. She’s a bronze-colored Newfoundland. 
She is beautiful and friendly, but also stinky, unaware of her giant status, and a habitual counter surfer. 
Yes, there is slobber and dog hair on EVERYTHING! But I wouldn’t trade her for anything!  

 

I look forward to meeting each of you and hearing more about you during SPARK! In the meantime, please 
enjoy a picture of me, Roma, and my kids.  
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